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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Claims 1 2-25 withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1 . 1 42(b) 
as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or linking 
claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 17 January 2006. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement filed 22 January 2004 fails to comply with 
37 CFR 1.98(a)(1), which requires the following: (1) a list of all patents, publications, 
applications, or other information submitted for consideration by the Office; (2) U.S. 
patents and U.S. patent application publications listed in a section separately from 
citations of other documents; (3) the application number of the application in which the 
information disclosure statement is being submitted on each page of the list; (4) a column 
that provides a blank space next to each document to be considered, for the examiner's 
initials; and (5) a heading that clearly indicates that the list is an information disclosure 
statement. The information disclosure statement has been placed in the application file, 
but the information referred to therein has not been considered. 

3. Information Disclosure Statement needs to be on separate sheet See item 1 and 4 
in above paragraph. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 USC. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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5. Claims 1 , 2, and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
Kobayashi et aL 

Kobayashi et aL disclose the following claimed limitations: 

♦regarding claim 1, inkjet printhead, comprising: 
♦plurality of air diffusion vents/vent holes, 115 A/ 

♦label/re-releasable film, 150 A/ positioned over an entirety of at least one of said 
air diffusion vents (fig. 1 1 ; paragraph 0103 & 01 10) 

♦regarding claim 2, plurality of air diffusion vents/1 ISA/ reside in a top surface of 
an inkjet printhead lid (paragraph 0103 - formed in upper cover/1 1/) 

♦regarding claim 4, inkjet printhead, comprising: 
♦interior/foam chambers, 14 A/ 

♦at least two air diffusion vents/vent holes, 115A/ in fluid communication with 
said interiorA4A/ (paragraph 0018) 

♦label/re-releasable film, 150 A/ positioned over an entirety of at least one of said 
at least two air diffusion vents/115A/ to substantially prevent said at least one air 
diffusion vent/1 15A/ from being in fluid communication with atmosphere (paragraph 
0018) 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC§103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 3, 5-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kobayashietal. (US 2002/0044184) in view of Matsuzaki etal. (US 6,416,152). 
Kobayashi et aL disclose the following claimed limitations: 

♦regarding claim 5, surface with a plurality of air diffusion vents/vent holes, 
115A/(fig. 11) 

♦regarding claim 6, surface is a top surface of an inkjet printhead lid (paragraph 
0103 - formed in upper cover/1 If) 

♦regarding claim 7, inkjet printhead, comprising: 
♦body defining an interior/foam chambers, 14A/ 

♦lid (paragraph 0103 - formed in upper cover/1 1/) having a top and bottom 
surface, said bottom surface connected to said body, said top surface having more than 
one air diffusion vent/vent holes, 115A) (fig. 11) 

♦regarding claim 8, each said air diffusion vent/vent holes, 115A/ has a 
serpentine channel/air-releasing channels, 116A/ terminating in a hole extending 
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through a thickness of said lid from said top surface to said bottom surface (fig. 1 1 ; 
paragraph 0103) 

Kobayashi et aL does not disclose the following claimed limitations: 

♦regarding claim 3, label is not positioned over an entirety of another of said air 
diffusion vent 

♦regarding claim 5, surface having at least two predetermined label placement 
positions 

♦label on said surface positioned in one of said at least two predetermined label 
placement positions wherein all or less than all of said plurality of air diffusion vents are 
in fluid communication with atmosphere 

♦regarding claim 7, two predetermined label placement positions, each said air 
diffusion vent being in fluid communication with said interior 
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♦label adhered to said top surface of said lid and positioned in one of said two 
predetermined label placement positions such that none or some of said air diffusion 
vents are substantially prevented from being in fluid communication with atmosphere 
Matsuzaki et aL disclose the following: 

♦regarding claim 3, label is not positioned over an entirety of another of said air 
diffusion vent/air communicating port/26/ (fig. 9c; air communicating port/26/ in direct 
contact with groove/28/ and air communication hole/28a/) for the purpose of having air 
communication hole open to atmosphere when in use 

♦regarding claim 5, surface having at least two predetermined label placement 
positions (fig. 9a-9c; locations corresponding to first sealing part/52a/ and second sealing 
part/52c/) for the purpose of not having air communication hole open to atmosphere 
when not in use 

♦label on said surface positioned in one of said at least two predetermined label 
placement positions wherein all or less than all of said plurality of air diffusion vents/air 
communicating port/26/ are in fluid communication with atmosphere (fig. 9a-9c; and 
3a-3c, 7a-7c, 10a- 1 0c) for the purpose of having air communication hole open to 
atmosphere when in use 

♦regarding claim 7, two predetermined label placement positions (fig. 9a-9c; 
locations corresponding to first sealing part/52a/ and second sealing part/52c/), each said 
air diffusion vent/air communicating port/26/ being in fluid communication with said 
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interior for the purpose of not having air communication hole open to atmosphere when 
not in use 

♦label adhered to said top surface of said lid and positioned in one of said two 
predetermined label placement positions such that none or some of said air diffusion 
vents/air communicating port/26/ are substantially prevented from being in fluid 
communication with atmosphere (fig. 9a-9c; and 3a-3c, 7a-7c, lOa-lOc) for the purpose 
of having air communication hole open to atmosphere when in use 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to utilize a label is not positioned over an entirety of another of 
said air diffusion vent; surface having at least two predetermined label placement 
positions, label on said surface positioned in one of said at least two predetermined label 
placement positions wherein all or less than all of said plurality of air diffusion vents are 
in fluid communication with atmosphere; and two predetermined label placement 
positions, each said air diffusion vent being in fluid communication with said interior, 
label adhered to said top surface of said lid and positioned in one of said two 
predetermined label placement positions such that none or some of said air diffusion 
vents are substantially prevented from being in fluid communication with atmosphere as 
taught by Matsuzaki et al. into Kobayashi et al. for the purposes of having air 
communication hole open to atmosphere when in use; and not having air communication 
hole open to atmosphere when not in use. 
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8. Claim 9 is rejected under 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kobayashi et al. (US 
2002/00441 84) as modified by Matsuzaki et al. (US 6,41 6,1 52) as applied to claim 7 
above. 

Kobayashi et aL as modified by Matsuzaki et aL discloses all the claimed limitations 
except for the following: 

♦regarding claim 9, length of said serpentine channel divided by a width 
multiplied a depth of a terminal end of said serpentine channel is numerically about 210 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to utilize a serpentine channel divided by a width multiplied a depth 
of a terminal aid of said serpentine channel that is numerically about 210, since it has 
been held that discovering an optimum value of a result effective variable involves only 
routine skill in the art For the purpose providing an air channel in fluid communication 
with interior and atmosphere. In re Boesch, 61 7 K2d 272, 205 USPQ 215 (CCPA 1980) 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to utilize serpentine channel divided by a width multiplied a depth 
of a terminal aid of said serpentine channel that is numerically about 210 for the purpose 
of providing fluid communication of interior with the atmosphere. 

9. Claims 1 0 and 1 1 are rejected under 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Kobayashi 
et al. (US 2002/0044184) as modified by Matsuzaki et al. (US 6,416,1 52) as applied to 
claim 7 above, and further view of Ujita et al. (US 2002/01 58949). 

Kobayashi et aL as modified by Matsuzaki et aL discloses all the claimed limitations 
except for the following: 

♦regarding claim 10, label is a two layer laminate 
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♦regarding claim 11, label is a layer of polyester over a layer of polypropylene 
Ujita et al. disclose the following: 

♦regarding claim 10, label is a two layer laminate (paragraphs 0261-0264) for the 
purpose of obtaining a good contact at the fused point between the seal tape and ink 
cartridge 

♦regarding claim 11, label is a layer of polyester over a layer of polypropylene 
(paragraphs 0261 -0264) for the purpose of obtaining a good contact at the fused point 
between the seal tape and ink cartridge 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to utilize a label is a two layer laminate; and label is a layer of 
polyester over a layer of polypropylene as taught by Ujita et al into Kobayashi et al as 
modified by Matsuzaki et al. for the purpose of obtaining a good contact at the fused 
point between the seal tape and ink cartridge. 

Conclusion 

1 0. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Lee et al. (US 6,739,71 1) includes a plurality of air discharging 
holes that have a serpentine configuration and sealing member in form of a top. Eida et 
al. (US 6,276,786) includes a ink tank with sealing members to prevent atmosphere 
communication port from being in fluid contact with atmosphere. 
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Communications with the USPTO 



1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rene Garcia, Jr. whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
5980. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00AM - 4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen D. Meier can be reached on (571) 272-2149. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





